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  “Coming together is a beginning… Keeping  

  together is progress… Working together is  
   ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦέ        Henry Ford 

 
Our President                                        Sue Wilcox 

Excutive Commetee Meeting  is July 13.  

Next Team meeting is July 15, 2009,  6:30pm SE Regional Library. 

“See you there” 

 

Public Relations  Community Event    

June 28, 2009, JRRT GAFC Committee announces 

 Jacksonville Reef Research Team to Host Great 
Annual Fish Count of Northeast 

Florida in July  

Jacksonville Reef Research (JRRT) is proud to 
announce it will host Reef Environmental 
Education Foundation’s, (REEF) 18

th
 Great 

Annual Fish Count (GAFC ) in Northeast Florida this July. 

GAFC begins Fish ID Training Seminars will be held in North 
Florida area dive shops. Come learn the names of Florida fish 
at the free fish ID seminars taught by REEF and 
JRRT volunteers.  Participants of all ages will 
learn how to conduct REEF surveys during any 
snorkel or dive, plus receive a water proof fish ID booklet.   

“The First GAFC in Ten Years…here in North Florida” 

The GAFC will last the entire month of July.  The 18
th

 of July is 
the JRRT Dive Day. We encourage all divers in our North 
Florida dive community to head offshore to do a survey.  
August 1

st
, the REEF and the JRRT will host a month end 

ά{ǳǊǾŜȅ wƻǳƴŘǳǇ tŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŜǉǳŜέ at Little Talbot Island 
State Park 1:00 - 5:00 pm. “Survey Roundup Party and 
Barbeque” will include games and drawings for prizes. Prizes 
for the most surveys and for the survey from the farthest 
location will be given. A donation of $5.00 will buy you 
barbeque dinner to enjoy with the JRRT volunteers. Those 
participating in the GAFC must register prior with the JRRT via 
jaxrrt.GAFC@gmail or through their local dive shop to be 
eligible for the prizes. Participant surveys or proof of 
submittal to REEF will be accepted from any location in 
Florida providing it was conducted during July 2009. 

“To be eligible for Prizes register at jaxrrt.GAFC@gmail.com 
or your favorite Dive Shop for Fish Id Classes”  

GAFC, modeled after the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, has 
become an annual event and expanded over the years to 
include sites around the coastal United States and 
internationally. The GAFC provides on-going documentation 
of fish diversity and long term trends in fish populations. In 
addition, it promotes increased awareness and understanding 
of temperate and tropical reef systems. ~ Anna DeLoach and Mike 

Barnes 

 

 Science                         Science Coordinator      άǿŀƴǘŜŘ!έ 

 
“We’ve Been Busy” 

Oculina Corals in Southeast United States 

John Perkner led a JRRT Dive Team to sample coral specimens 
from the Paul Mains Tug and the Pablo Grounds 
culverts, last year. These offshore Jacksonville 
Oculina species were included in a genetics study 
recently published in Molecular Ecology, (2009) 18, 

entitled Nuclear sequences reveal mid-range 
isolation of an imperilled deep-water coral 

population, R. EYTAN ET AL. This research concentrated on the 
genetic variation of Oculina corals. The study sampled areas 
along the southeast US coast and the Florida panhandle. This 
genetic study found both similarities and variations in Oculina 
samples studied.  More studies may lead scientists to 
understand how the endangered Oculina Coral Banks of Florida 
can be saved.  
 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) Monitoring grant approval date? The 

Team contacted Bill Horn at the FWC and found 
them to be very busy coordinating the 
deployment of the Vandenberg off Key West in 
recent weeks. With this extremely large artificial 

reef placement complete…, “we can now concentrate on other 
reef activities” Mr. Horn said. 
 

Goliath Grouper and Lionfish Assistance 
Florida State University Coastal & Marine Laboratory is looking 
for a correlation between the abundance and presence of 
Goliath groupers and of lionfish to asses a hypothesis that 
Goliath groupers eat Lion fish. Data gathered by our members 
diving offshore Jax will help considerably in determining if such 
a relationship exists.  See a Goliath Grouper or a Lionfish? 
Forward site information and estimated numbers seen to John 
Perkner.  

Dive Schedule for 2009  
Date Day Dive Description  

Status/  
Rain Date 

M/ G/J 

May 31 Sat 
Coppedge Tug 

and Reef 
Complete M/J 

June 20 Sat 
Expedition: 

Coppedge Tug 
and Reef 

Complete M/J 

July 18 Sat 
Great Annual 

Fish Count 
Location TBA 

TBA M 

August - 
November 

 
TBA   Depends on 

Grant Status 
TBA  

M = Monitoring   G = Grant Work    J = JaxSpots Verification 
Team Dives:  Open to all Members 

PM 

PG 

mailto:Sue.M.Wilcox@saj02.usace.army.mil
mailto:jaxrrt.GAFC@gmail
mailto:john.perkner@bankofamerica.com?subject=I%20saw%20Goliath%20Group%20and%20Lion%20Fish
mailto:john.perkner@bankofamerica.com?subject=I%20saw%20Goliath%20Group%20and%20Lion%20Fish
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Dive Report  

May 31 2009  
Coppedge Culverts and Tug 

Dive One:  Visibility was 30 feet and water temp 74F. 
Culvert Reef 
found the water 

filled with Cnidaria or 
jellyfish. The major task of 
the day was finding the 
allusive benchmark.  
Unfortunately it remains 
allusive. Team divers 
found the Coppedge 
Culvert Reef and 
Coppedge Tug, to be a 
cornucopia of pelagic and 
benthic life.  Many species of jellyfish where seen. Moon jellies were 
the most abundant, a few Canon ball jellies and Portuguese man war 
floated by singularly. Waiting at the safety stop placed Team divers 
in a shooting gallery. We were the ducks as the jellies floated by in 
the current. The abundant Atlantic Spade fish did their part by 
eating a few jellies, while we waited to exit. A large school of Great 
Barracuda was noted in a waiting pattern, on the edge of visibility, 
for Team Divers to depart.  
Lionfish reported at the Culvert Reef. Schools of snappers and other 
reef fish circle the divers completing their task. One diver found a 
cryptic teardrop crab. 
Dive Two: Coppedge Tug, not in the best of condition. Two Lionfish 

were reported on the bow of the tug. A 
spotted moray poked its head out a 
hole in the ships side to see our divers 
counting red snappers and oyster 
toads. A few Belted Sand fish were 
seen.  
This was a good first season dive. 
Everyone is ready to start the 
monitoring season. On the return to 

Mayport, dolphins were seen leaping over and over into the air near 
shrimpers cleaning their nets. 

 
 June 20, 2009  

Expedition 2009 Dive 
Dive One: What a day 
to be on the water. 
The Expedition had 

blue water and measured visibility 
of 40 feet.  First dive, though not 
planned was a search for the 
bench mark at the culverts which 
still remains allusive. This was a 
great dive. Fish species seen 
ranged from spot fin butterfly fish 
to a 4 foot Sand Shark that Mike 
almost had a head-on collision 
with.  Dive Two: Coppedge Tug; A 
school of approximately 30 amberjack followed divers down and 
around the reef. Divers finish their assigned tasks. Come to the July 
meeting to hear the Expedition 2009 presentation by this 
Graduating class. Note: two Lionfish were seen on the Coppedge 
Tug. 
 

June 25, 2009  
The Spike Pre-deployment Survey 

A Team of Divers (Phil Harvil, Ed Kalakauskis, Joe Kistel) 
load aboard the High Roller this early morning to suvery 
the Harms Ledge area. Looking for a well deserved spot for 
the former USCG Tug Spike.  Divers met up with Chuck 

Damer and his mate Bill at the Mayport Boat Ramp at 07:30 AM. 
Chuck took us on his boat High Roller to Harm's Ledge. All the 
conditions were good for a dive day. We arrived on site a little after 
9:30 am. Chuck traversed the area to check for any bottom 
profile and fish populations. Chuck anchored High Roller and Divers 
hit the water to do the Circular Sweep Search. I hit the water after 
them and set out to do photo, water sample and check the visibility at 
the anchor. Divers found no material or profile on the bottom sweep 
search. The bottom is a crusty flat bottom of sand and shells. Thank 
you Chuck for taking the time to run us out on his vessel High Roller. 
~ Phil Harville 

 

TRAINING          Training Coordinator     Mike Barnes 

September 2, 2009    
Artificial Reef Research  Diver  (ARRD) Training Class   

Applications are due August 5. Class size is limited, so do not delay. 
Complete your prerequisites this summer. Team Instructors are 
standing by to help. Members, invite your friends and dive buddies to 
join the Team. Applications are available on line, 
http:www.jaxrrt.org, click on forms or contact Mike Barnes. 

Member Diver Education / Member in Training Education  

July 1   Great Annual Fish Count Starts 
July 23  First Aid / CPR Training & Refreshers 

July 25  Deep Diver 

July 16     Digital Photography 

August 8-9 Rescue Diver Class 

August   5 Digital Photography 

August 13 First Aid / CPR Training & Refreshers 

August  15             Deep Diver (AM),   Wreck Diver (PM) 

August  16 Digital Photography 

September 2 ARRD Training                      1st Class 

September 5 ARRD Training Dive      1 First Dive 

 
 
Species 
Identification  
 
 
 
 
   
  
 

  

 

 

NSS 

Oyster Toad Fish on the Coppedge tug. 

Photo by Gene Langemans ©2009 

Bill Lindholm, Kurt Guenther 

Mason Cooper, Jim Davis, 

Aaron Rouse, Mike Barnes 

HL 

NSS 

Spanish  Mackerel    Scomberomorus maculatus 

Description:  color of back  is green, shading to silver on sides, golden 

yellow irregular spots above and below lateral line; front of dorsal fin black; 

lateral line curves gently to base of tail.  

Size: average catch less than 2 pounds (20 inches). Florida Record: 12 lbs. 

Remarks: schooling fish that migrates northward in spring, returning to 

southerly waters when water temperature drops below 70 degrees F; 

spawns OFFSHORE, spring through summer;  feeds on small fish and squid. 

(Source: myfwc.com/WILDLIFEHABITATS/saltwaterfish_mackspan.htm ) 

 

 

Lion Fish, Coppedge Tug 

mailto:mbarnes109@gmail.com
http://www.jaxrrt.org/
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Dive Safety        DSO   Larry Davis 

“Anytime is a good time to 

 turn in your forms and be cleared to dive.” 

Become a Team Hero          August 8-9   Rescue Diver  

This course will expand your knowledge and experience level. 
Rescue Divers learn to look beyond themselves and consider 
the safety and well being of other divers. Although this 
course is challenging, it is a rewarding way to build your 
confidence. Rescue Diver training will prepare you to prevent 
problems and, if necessary, manage dive emergencies. Many 
divers say this is the best course they've ever taken.  

You'll cover:  

¶ Self-rescue and diver stress  

¶ Emergency management and equipment  

¶ Panicked diver response  

¶ In-water rescue breathing protocols  

¶ Egress (exits) & dive accident scenarios  

Requirements: First Aid/CPR.   
 

To Place an Artificial Reef  

An artificial reef is not 
“dumped”, “dropped” or “sank” 
like the trash in a dust bin or a 
child’s boat in the bathtub.  
Artificial reefs are “placed” on 
the ocean floor. This is the 
culmination of careful 
assessment of material, location 
and benthic community by many 
concerned agencies. 

The local government, like the 
City of Jacksonville (COJ) is the key to starting the process.  JRRT’s go 
to person is Mr. Dana Morton, /hWΩǎ Aquatic Biologist & 
Environmental Program Supervisor and Artificial Reef Coordinator. 
The COJ works closely with the JOSFC and JRRT. These agencies in 
turn work with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and FWC. 
Both the USACE and FWC have rules and requirements that must be 
followed for each step of the way especially if grant monies are 
requested to make the artificial reef possible. These rules can be 
found on the ww.myFWC.com. 

Once funding for transportation is acquired the material or vessel 
must meets strict guide lines for proper cleaning according and pass 
inspection by the US Coast Guard. 

The JRRT vital role is to perform the engineering services necessary 
to insure the proposed location is void any “live” benthic 
communities that could be damaged should material or a vessel be 
placed a pond them. The FWC requires the JRRT to provide pictures 
and reports on physical environment prior to any actual placement. 

Then once transported and placed the Team revisits the placement 
location and reports its findings to the COJ and FWC. Fishing and 
diving of a new location starts quickly. The JRRT may seek 
monitoring grants to monitor the productively and health of the reef 
on a reoccurring basis. ~Mike Barnes 

Public Relations                     PR Coordinator Phil Harville 

Upcoming events: 
Adopt -a-Highway                                    August 1, 2009      
                    Members sign-up soon 
 

Talk the Team Up! 
Here’s a new challenge, get your 
friends from your favorite diving/social 
site; DiveBuddy.com, ScubaBoard.com, 
Yahoo Groups, MySpace, or Facebook, 
to come to a Team meeting.  Member 
with the most new diving guest at a 

meeting wins a prize.   

New artificial reefs planned off MiŜŎƪƭŜǊΩǎ Landing  
Phil recently gave an interview to Times Union reporter Steve 
Patterson about the upcoming new reef the PV area. The 
article entitled “New artificƛŀƭ ǊŜŜŦǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƻŦŦ aŜŎƪƭŜǊΩǎ 
Landingέ read the entire story.  (Source: 

http://jacksonville.com/news/metro/2009-06-
17/story/new_artificial_reefs_planned_off_micklers_landin ) 

 
 

Archives and Website         Archivist     Rob Bronson 

http:www.jaxrrt.org  

More updates are underway. Stay tuned…   

 

REEF News                Liaison   Jim Davis 

 

GAFC starts the first of July, Register with the JRRT.  
jaxrrt.GAFC@gmail.com for prizes at the end of the month. 

 

Wow! 

Team is half way to our goal! 

 

 REEF, Reef.org, membership is free.  Register, and 
then send your REEF number to Rob Bronson  who 
will update the Team database with your 
information.   

Funding                                    Treasurer Bill Lindholm 
Did you know you can tax credit up to 50% of your income on 
donations to a non-profit? Cash is always easier to budget, though 
other items can be just as valuable to a nonprofit and possibly get you 
a tax credit. Boats, dive gear, cameras, computers, scientific 
instruments, filing cabinets, submarines, habitats that have been 
gently used may be accepted by the JRRT for use.  Contact Bill to see 
if your donation will meet our needs. 

 
άJRRT thanks you for your past and continued support.έ 

 

100% 
 
50% 
 
10% 

East Fourteen EF Culverts 
Artificial Reef Placement 

June 5, 1996 

mailto:Lars2923@yahoo.com?subject=Team%20Saftey%20
mailto:harvpt@bellsouth.net
http://jacksonville.com/news/metro/2009-06-17/story/new_artificial_reefs_planned_off_micklers_landin
http://jacksonville.com/news/metro/2009-06-17/story/new_artificial_reefs_planned_off_micklers_landin
mailto:jaxrrt_web@comcast.net?subject=Archives%20and%20Website%20Information
http://www.jaxrrt.org/
mailto:jdavis0001@comcast.net?subject=REEF%20Information
mailto:jaxrrt.GAFC@gmail.com
http://www.reef.org/user/register/member
mailto:jaxrrt_web@comcast.net?subject=Archives%20and%20Website%20Information
mailto:Bill%20Lindholm?subject=i%20want%20to%20contribute%20to%20the%20JRRT
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Next Team Meeting        Vice President Genny Gunsolus 

× Expedition 2009 Report and Presentation 

× 2009 Graduates Honored and Welcomed into the Team 

× Great Annual Fish Count plans will be discussed 

 

   Good Search.com Help the Team by 
searching the internet.  

 

Events Past 

June Meeting Briefing  

We were honored to have long time member Anna DeLoach 
attend our June meeting . Anna helped explain the history of the 
GAFC. Anna and Mike Barnes have a number of ideas for the 
month long event that include the Team dive on the July 18th and 
a party to close the event.  Anna gave the REEF report for 
vacationing Jim Davis.  

Those attending the meeting were additionally surprised to have 
COJ Artificial Reef Coordinator, Dana Morton stop by and give an 
impromptu overview of the future placements and his goals for 
this year. 

Thank you to all our visitors. JRRT invites everyone to visit our 
meetings on the third Wednesday of the month. 

Current News 

June 6th, 2009 

New Artificial Reef – Named “Miracle of Life” 

June 29, 2008- U.S Customs and 
Border Patrol seized a vessel with 
154 kilos of cocaine aboard the 
165-foot freighter named Miss 
Lourdies. The vessel was 
confiscated by U.S Customs. One 
year later the vessel is a new 
artificial reef named Miracle of 
Life and has its own Guardian 
Angle.  

The Team’s friend Arilton Pavon owner of Dixie Divers was one of the 
key players in this placement off the cost of Deerfield Beach, Fl. See 
the video at (Sources; http://www.miracleoflifefoundation.org/index.html, 

http://www.dixiediver.com/Miracle%20of%20Life%20Shipwreck.htm ) 
 
June 14, 2009  

Artificial reefs to undo red tide damage in United Arab 
Emerance Emmanuelle Landais - Gulf News – Fujairah: 

Environmental authorities 
are hoping artificial reefs 
placed off the coast of 
Fujairah will help replenish 
the marine environment on 
the East Coast which has 
endured a tough year coping 
with red tide.  
A total of 10 reef balls, three 
reef structures and a 

recycled plastic structure were put in place about half a kilometer 
offshore, at a depth of 15 meters, opposite the Le Meridien Al Aqah 
hotel on Sunday June 14

th
. (Source: 

http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10322855.html ) 

June 14, 2009  

South Carolina spear fishermen are complaining that boats from 
Florida are taking too many fish from the state's artificial reefs.  
CHARLESTON, S.C.,(AP) - Some South Carolina fishermen are upset 
with Florida commercial spear fishermen exploiting the rules when 
they take thousands of pounds of game fish from the state's artificial 
reefs. (Source: 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/southflorida/story/1096326.html) 

June 20, 2009  

Electrified reef gets initial go-ahead in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea 
- David Fleshler - South Florida Sun Sentinel -Lauderdale-by-the-Sea - 
The Army Corps of Engineers issued a permit to the town to work 
with Global Coral Reef Alliance, of Cambridge, Mass., to install a 
cluster of metal structures that would use a low-voltage current to 
stimulate the growth of corals, creating habitat for fish and other 

marine creatures. (Source: http://www.sun-

sentinel.com/community/news/lauderdale_by_the_sea/sfl-electrified-reef-
b062009,0,4283894.story ) 

June 24, 2009 

Glug, Glug, Glug; Red Sea Tug becomes New Reef -Pat Kelly - 
News Herald Writer - PANAMA CITY - 
The 125 foot tugboat Red Sea will 
begin its final voyage to become an 
artificial reef off the Panama City 
coast, the first shallow-water sinking 
here since 1995. (Source: 

http://www.newsherald.com/news/glug-
75252-become-reef.html ) 

New / Ongoing Projects 

Sink the Spike Project!                 
Tremendous strides have been made the last few months. 
The JOSFC has been coordinating the clean-up efforts. Spike on sat on 

dry land staring off into the horizon, 
dreaming of the day she would be back at 
sea. Then one day, she felt the hand of a 
visitor, caressing her skin. She wonders 
what is happening. Then she heard and felt 

many 
people 

performin
g her make over, talking about 
placing her off shore as an artificial 
reef after repairing the holes in her 
hull. Could this be her dream come 
true? 
Spike is looking at a final duty 
station offshore Jacksonville. Placement is planned for middle to end 
of July 2009. JRRT conducted a site survey on June 25

th
, 2009.  

~ Larry Davis 
 

JRRT Reef Briefs 
Read it on line , along with back issues. http:www.jaxrrt.org  

Team Newsletter means Member support is welcome and needed.  
Please send mission related articles and photos to the JRRT REEF 
Brief editor, Mike Barnes by the third Wednesday of the month.  

Before the hard work  

Spike is ready! 

mailto:uppitygen@aol.com?subject=JRRT%20Meeting
http://www.goodsearch.com/default.aspx
http://www.miracleoflifefoundation.org/index.html
http://www.dixiediver.com/Miracle%20of%20Life%20Shipwreck.htm
http://www.gulfnews.com/nation/Environment/10322855.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/southflorida/story/1096326.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/lauderdale_by_the_sea/sfl-electrified-reef-b062009,0,4283894.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/lauderdale_by_the_sea/sfl-electrified-reef-b062009,0,4283894.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/lauderdale_by_the_sea/sfl-electrified-reef-b062009,0,4283894.story
http://www.newsherald.com/news/glug-75252-become-reef.html
http://www.newsherald.com/news/glug-75252-become-reef.html
http://www.jaxrrt.org/

